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1 . This report is the international preliminary examination report, established by this International Preliminary Examining 
Authority under Article 35 and transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



This REPORT consists of a total of 



8 



sheets, as follows: 



_ sheets, including this cover sheet. 
This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, comprising: 
a (sent to the applicant and to the International Bureau) a total of 

| | sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been amended and are the basis of this report 

— and/or sheets containing rectifications authorized by this Authority (see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the 
Administrative Instructions). 

[ | sheets which supersede earlier sheets, but which this Authority considers contain an amendment that goes 

— beyond the disclosure in the international application as filed, as indicated in item 4 of Box No. I and the 
Supplemental Box. 

b I - ] (sent to the International Bureau only) a total of (indicate type and number of electronic carrier(s)) 

9 containing a sequence listing and/or tables related thereto, in computer 

readable form only, as indicated in the Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing (see Section 802 of the 



Adrninistrative Instructions). 



4. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 



Box No. I 
I I Box No. II 
I I Box No. Ill 
Box No. IV 
Box No. V 



I I Box No. VI 
I j Box No. VII 



Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 

citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 



Box No. Vm Certain observations on the international application 
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Box No. I Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless 
otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ 

This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language , 

which is language of a translation furnished for the purpose of: 

I I international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

I I publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

I I international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

2. With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been 
furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report): 



The international application as originally filed/furnished 
I 1 the description: 

pages , „ _ , as originally filed/furnished 

pages* received by this Authority on 

P a g e s* received by this Authority on 

[ | the claims: 

P a 8 es , as originally filed/furnished 

Pages* m , as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 

pages* received by this Authority on 

Pages* received by this Authority on 

I | the drawings: 

P a S es , as originally filed/furnished 

Pages* received by this Authority on 

Pages* received by this Authority on 

a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 

3. [^1 The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I | the description, pages 
1 ] the claims, Nos. 



I I the drawings, sheets/figs , 

I I the sequence listing (specify): 

□ 

any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): m 



4. Q This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 
made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box 
(Rule 70.2(c)). ™ 

I [ the description, pages 

' I I the claims, Nos. 

I I the drawings, sheets/figs _ 



I I the sequence listing (specify): 

I I any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



* If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded. " 
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Box No. IV Lack of unity of invention 



In response to the invitation to restrict or pay additional fees the applicant has: 

| | restricted the claims. 

paid additional fees. 
| | paid additional fees under protest. 
| | neither restricted nor paid additional fees. 

I — I This Authority found that the requirement of unity of invention is not complied with and chose, according to Rule 68.1, 
* ' — ' not to invite the applicant to restrict or pay additional fees. 

3. This Authority considers that the requirement of unity of invention in accordance with Rules 13.1, 13.2 and 13.3 is 

I 1 complied with. 

not complied with for the following reasons: 
See supplemental sheet 



4. Consequently, this report has been established in respect of the following parts of the international application: 
1X1 all parts. 

I | the parts relating to claims Nos. 
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Supplemental Box 

(To be used when the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient) 



Continuation of: IV . 



The invention set forth in claims 21-23 is 
technically characterized in that the program set forth 
in 19 is erase after being executed, but controlling the 
execution of programs in this way is unrelated to the 
function achieved by executing the program set forth in 
claim 19, which is being executed, therefore the 
invention set forth in claims 21-23 has a different 
technical feature from the invention set forth in claim 
19. 

In addition, the inventions set forth in claims 1 
to 2 6 have the technical feature of functioning as an 
information terminal device, while the invention set 
forth in claim 27 has its technical feature in its center 
function, and the information terminal device are merely 
described as different sources of predetermined 
information, therefore both inventions have different 
technical features . 

Moreover, the inventions set forth in claims 1-2 0 
and 24-26 are both technically characterized in the 
program executed by an information terminal device or the 
function achieved by its execution, therefore the 
requirement of unity of invention is satisfied. 

Therefore, the inventions set forth in claims 1-20 
and 24-2 6, the invention set forth in 21-23 and the 
invention set forth in claim 27 do not satisfy the 
requirement of unity of invention. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 . Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims 

Claims 

Inventive step (IS) Claims 

Claims 

Industrial applicability (I A) Claims 

Claims 

2. Citations and explanations 

Document 1: JP 2001-211170 A (Casio Computer Co., Ltd.), 3 
August 2001, entire text; fig, 1 to 7 
(Family: none) 

Document 2: JP 2002-223402 A (Fuji Photo Film Co., Ltd.), 
9 August 2 002, entire text; fig. 1 to 14 
(Family: none) 

Document 3: JP 8-44608 A (Canon Inc.), 16 February 1996, 
entire text; fig. 1 to 6 (Family: none) 



5-9, 14-18, 21-26 



YES 



1-4, 10-13, 19, 20, 27 NO 



1-27 



1-27 



YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Document 1 cited in the international search report 
indicates that a memory card ID is registered in the 
storage device of a PC, and when used, the registered 
memory card ID and the installed memory card ID are 
compared and authenticated, and processing is continued, 
and the inventions set forth in claims 1 to 4 and 10 to 13 
of this application are the same as the invention set 
forth in document 1, and therefore lack novelty and do not 
involve an inventive step. 

Document 1 (paragraphs [0062] to [0069] (page 8)) 
cited in the international search report indicates that by 
executing on a PC an application program read from a 
recording medium, a memory card ID is stored in the 
storage device of a PC, and the invention set forth in 
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| claims 19 and 20 of this application is the same as the 

invention set forth in document 1, and therefore lacks 
novelty and does not involve an inventive step. 

Document 3 cited in the international search report 
sets forth a file server which, when there is an update of 
a source file from a workstation, manages the history of 
said updates, and where there is a request from a 
workstation to extract a source file, searches for and 
extracts the history, which is the same as the invention 
set forth in claim 27 of this application, therefore the 
invention set forth in claim 27 lacks novelty and does not 
involve an inventive step. 

Document 2 cited in the international search report 
I indicates that when information stored in internal ROM and 

identification data recorded in a recording medium 
| correspond, the processing program is overwritten, and it 

would be easy for a person skilled in the art to create 
the inventions set forth in claims 5, 6, 8, 9, 14 to 18 
and 24 to 26 by combining the invention set forth in 
document 1 with the feature set forth in document 2, 
therefore the inventions set forth in claims 5, 6, 8, 9, 
14 to 18 and 24 to 26 do not involve an inventive step. 

In addition, it is a known technique to notify a 
server system of events which have occurred on a terminal, 
therefore it would be easy for a person skilled in the art 
to create the invention set forth in claim 7 from the 
invention set forth in document 1, the invention set forth 
in document 2 and said known technique, hence the 
invention set forth in claim 7 does not involve an 
inventive step. 

Document 2 (paragraph [0083] (page 8) ) indicates 
that by deleting a setup file which updates a processing 
Form PCT/IPE A/409 (BoxV) (January 1994) — — - — — _______ 
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program after said set file has been executed, updates to 
the processing program are limited to one time only, 
therefore it would be easy for a person skilled in the art 
to apply said feature to the program to register memory 
card ID set forth in document 1 to constitute the 
invention set forth in claims 21 to 23, hence the 
invention set forth in claims 21 to 23 does not involve an 
inventive step. 
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VIIL Certain observations on the international application 



The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the claims are fully 
supported by the description, are made: 

The following claims are unclear. 

(1) The "predetermined cases" and "predetermined 
information" set forth in claims 3 to 9, 12 to 18 and 23 
to 27 are abstract, and it is impossible to assume what 
specific cases and information are intended. 

(2) In claim 27, it is unclear where the "information 
providing means" "provides" "information concerning 
changes to predetermined information" to. 
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